






THE BRIEF
Creating Warm Interiors

Although a painted finish is the most common 
choice for walls, you might instead consider timber 
cladding, a textured plaster, fabric wallpaper or a 
more unusual final finish such as orientated strand 
board. Take a look at combining different textures 
in a room too, such as a section of wool carpet set 
into a timber floor.

INSIST ON GOOD LIGHTING
Lighting is so often overlooked as a source of visual 
warmth despite the huge effect it can have on a 
space. People are realising that a single, central 
pendant will do nothing in the way of bringing a 
room to life, but it is surprising how often lighting 
opportunities are missed. A good lighting scheme 
can create a cosy glow in a subtle way.

The key to creating a warming lighting scheme 
is to layer up. This means combining ambient (or 
general) lighting such as that provided by recessed 
downlights or wall lights, with other sources, such as 
a selection of side lamps at various heights, hidden 
LEDs for a glow behind shelving or picture lights. 

Set each ‘layer’ of light on a separate circuit so 
that you can pick and choose according to the mood 
required. Dimmers are also a must.

CREATE SOCIABLE SPACES
Homes which encourage the people in them to 
congregate and converse are much more welcoming 
than those with vast open planes of emptiness. 

Combine 
Materials 
and Textures

Rather than 
sticking to just 
one type of 
wall covering 
throughout a 
space, mix up 
the materials 
you use to 
add interest 
and a more 
intimate feel. 
Here, timber 
cladding sits 
alongside stone, 
plaster finishes 
and slate tiles, 
for a look that 
complements 
the mid-century 
modern-style 
furniture from 
Walter Knoll 
(walterknoll.de/
en).
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“Don’t ‘over light’ your home”

There is certainly a place for cosy corners meant for 
one, and wide open corridors free of obstructions, 
but they need to be interspersed with crowd-
friendly areas in order for a house to feel inviting.

Good examples include seating arranged in such 
a way that people come together — with sofas and 
chairs facing one another, around a central coffee 
table. Kitchen islands with seating are another 
good example.

JIM LAWRENCE, Jim Lawrence Lighting
(jim-lawrence.co.uk)
The key is to find a healthy balance. You don’t want to ‘over 
light’ an area and make it feel artificial. Where it might be 

difficult to install overhead lighting, wall lights are a foolproof go-to. 
Otherwise, a mixture of table and floor lamps with dimmers are ideal 
for altering the atmosphere according to the setting, for example in 
a living or dining room. We suggest pendants in these spaces too, to 
bring another layer of light when necessary, and for adding a main 
point of interest to your home décor.

In bedrooms, to retain the warm atmosphere, use low level outlets 
such as picture lights, reading lamps or wall sconces for a softer look.
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